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made. Hinduism is sanatoria religion "without
beginning and end and is one continuous reve-
lation consisting of the Veda, Vedangas, Smrtis,
Itihasas, Puranas, Agamas^ the hymns of the
Alvars and the Nayanmars.  It deals with
eternal spiritual truths adopted to changing
conditions and is therefore fixed in essentials and
flexible in non-essentials like rites and rituals.

The term Hinduism is of foreign origin and
vague. The term Sanatoria Dharma is therefore
preferable to it and it has a rounded perfection
and is comprehensive; but the name Hinduism
is sanctioned by usage.  Dharma applies to
righteousness exemplified in practical life, indivi-
dual and social, and implies also moksa-dharma
or the nature of freedom from the ills of life or
samsara. It is thus a way of life and a view of
life and includes both theory and practice. The
Veda is the chief authority or pramana for
Hinduism, and as aids to its practical understand-
ing are the other scriptures like the Smrtis.
There are four Vedas, the Eg-veda^ the Yajurveda,
the Samaveda and the Atharvaveda. Each Veda
has three divisions, namely the Mantra^ the
Rrdhmana and the Upanisad. One who knows
the inner meaning of the Mantras and the
Brahmanas is a Mantra-drs^ who acquires
mastery over nature, internal and external. It